
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie had the experience, she 
helped start the parish office 
and told Father what was re-
quired to get it up and going. 
The she helped Robert (parish 
secretary) with the running of 
the office until he came up to 
speed and voluntarily did the 
parish accounts until Father 
found an accountant. In the 
interim she also helped Father 
Borg at St. Peter Chanel with 
the accounts of the parish. 
As people know if there was 
something to be done she would 
just get in there and do it, no 
matter what it was. When there 
was a need for the drapes  
hanging in the church she went 
and bought the material and 
made them. Saucers were used 
for the candles. She went and 
bought some platters to put 
under them. 
In 2008 after a knee operation 
she was diagnosed with a brain 
tumour and had four operations, 
chemotherapy and two radio 
therapy treatments of 36 ses-
sion each up until October  2010. 
She went to mass and received 
Holy Communion every day until 
she could no longer manage to 
get out of bed. 
She passed away on January 21st 
2011. 
She will not be forgotten. 
 

- Her Loving Husband Spiro 

Maria was born Maria Guilia 
Micallef in Siggiewi Malta on May 
15 1949. She came to Australia 
with her family at the age of 10 
and attended school at Sacred 
Heart Primary School in St. 
Albans. 
As with all new immigrants she 
found it difficult at first, but she 
made friends easily and soon 
settled in. Maria was known as 
Julie because there were  
another Maria and Julia in her 
class and the teacher told her 
she would be called Julie, so the 
name stuck with her. 
Julie decided she wanted to  
become a Josephite nun and 
entered the convent in Surrey 
Hills before transferring to  
Sydney as a novice. After a while 
she decided that she could do 
more on the “outside” and left 
the convent. She came back to  
Melbourne and applied for work 
with the land tax department as 
a typist, she was declined  
because of her typing speed, but 
being a determined person she 
taught herself to type and was 
accepted for the position. 
Julie being Julie she was not 
satisfied with just sitting there 
typing she advanced to an  
accounting machinist at the land 
tax department in Lonsdale 
Street Melbourne, she then 
transferred to Crown Lands in 
Spring Street as an accounting 
machinist grade 3 and stayed 
there until we had our children. 
I met Julie on 13th October 1972 
and immediately fell in love with 
her, so I asked her out and she 
said OK. 
That was the start of a beautiful 
relationship; we were engaged in 
September 1973 and married in 
March 1974. We had our first 
child (Michelle) in November 
1976 and our second (Brett) in 

March 1979. 
In 1985 she decided to go back 
to work and got a job as a bank 
teller which lasted 6 months. 
She saw an advertisement for a 
school secretary for the soon to 
be opened Mary MacKillop Pri-
mary School in Keilor Downs and 
applied for it. Julie was  
successful and with the first 
principal Bernie McHugh started 
the new school. It wasn’t long 
before the parish was also es-
tablished and she ran both 
school and parish office  
simultaneously.  
Julie was dedicated to her work 
and often stayed on to finish 
extra work for the day or help 
Bernie with the accounting and 
school management. She was at 
Mary MacKillop for 16 Years 
before retiring.  
She eventually got the urge to 
start work again part time and 
the principal at St. Paul in 
Kealba asked her to go and run 
the office there. She was there 
for two years. 
We moved to Caroline Springs in 
November 2000 and were part 
of the St. Peter Chanel Parish 
until she decided that we 
should be a parish in our own 
right in 2005. 
She wrote to the Archbishop 
telling him that Father Karmel 
Borg was a great priest but was 
getting on in age and that we 
should have our own parish with 
our own priest, hence father 
John Tollan was assigned as the 
parish priest of a new parish in 
Caroline Springs  (the first in 
Melbourne for quite a few 
years) and which became to be 
known as St. Catherine of Siena 
Parish (which I suppose in a 
sense makes her the founder of 
the Parish). 
When Father John arrived, as  

Maria Guilia Abela (Julie) (1949 – 2011) 
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W i n t e r  2 0 1 1W i n t e r  2 0 1 1W i n t e r  2 0 1 1    

God speaksé.God speaksé.      

God acts é.God acts é.      

God invites é.God invites é.      YOUYOU  

in the Sunday in the Sunday   

Scripture Readings.Scripture Readings.  

What was God’s Word What was God’s Word 

to you last to you last   

Sunday?Sunday?      

How did you respond?How did you respond?  

Did it make a Did it make a   

difference in your life difference in your life 

this week? this week?   

Join Sister Denise for Join Sister Denise for 

just FOUR weeks just FOUR weeks ––  

10.00am or 7.30pm10.00am or 7.30pm  

Tuesdays Tuesdays   

1919thth
, 26, 26thth

  JULY, JULY,   

22ndnd
, 9, 9thth

  AUGUST.AUGUST.  

Everyone welcome!Everyone welcome!  

Catherine of Sienna Catherine of Sienna 

Parish, Parish,   

Caroline SpringsCaroline Springs  

Sr Denise: 8390 4117Sr Denise: 8390 4117 

In this issue we have an In this issue we have an 

article about a lay article about a lay   

parishioner who exer-parishioner who exer-

cised her baptismal cised her baptismal   

coco--responsibility for the responsibility for the 

life of her parish.life of her parish.  

She models for us the She models for us the 

way we can use our gifts way we can use our gifts 

for the building up of the for the building up of the 

Church. Who is someone Church. Who is someone 

in your parish who does in your parish who does 

this now? Articles about this now? Articles about 

them are invited for our them are invited for our 

Spring issue.Spring issue.  

We also farewell Fr John We also farewell Fr John 

Maher who was the Maher who was the   

Parish Priest of Sunshine Parish Priest of Sunshine 

and an active member of and an active member of 

the Sunshine Deanery the Sunshine Deanery 

until his recent death.until his recent death.  

May he enjoy eternal May he enjoy eternal 

life!life!  



P a g e  2  
Sunshine Deanery ContactsSunshine Deanery Contacts  

Albion: St Theresa’s, 17 Drummartin St., Albion 3020 
Phone:  9311 3091       Fax:  9311 5406         email:  caalbion@netspace.net.au           

Parish Priest:  Barry Hughes      Secretary: Jean Brennan       Polish Chaplain: Jozef Migacz SChr 
 

Braybrook: Christ the King (in partnership with Our Lady’s, Maidstone) Church: 65-67 Churchill Ave.  

Parish House & Pastoral Associate’s Office:  16 Athol St., Braybrook, 3019   Phone:  9312 3595 
Pastoral Associate:  Anne Dowling   Pastoral Associate’s email: braybrook@cam.org.au  
Parish Priest: Martin Fleming     Assistant Priests: Dishan Candappa & Philip Le Van Son   
                               (who works in a number of parishes with Vietnamese parishioners)       
Parish Office:  46 Ballarat Rd., Maidstone 3012  Phone: 9317 9298 Website: www.olck.org.au  

Parish Secretary:  Carmen D’ Rosario  email: maidstone@cam.org.au 
 

Caroline Springs: St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Parish 

Mass Venue:  Christ the Priest School Hall - 54 Caroline Springs Boulevard, Vic 3023 
Presbytery & Parish Office: 28 College St. Caroline Springs. Mail: PO Box 3014 Caroline Springs, Vic 3023   
Phone: 8361 9822   Fax: 8361 9844    email: csparish@bigpond.com    

Parish Priest: John R. Tollan  Assistant Priest:  Rev Cyriacus Nwadike  Secretary: Robert Durai 
 

Deer Park: St Peter Chanel,  848 Ballarat Road, Deer Park, 3023 
Phone: 9363 3132 Fax: 9363 8729 Website: www.chanelparish.com  email: deerpark@cam.org.au    

Parish Priest:  John Manuel Suñaz CMF    Assistant Priest:  Filemon Libot CMF    Secretary: Nella Inserra 

  

Footscray: St Monica’s, Cnr Whitehall & Hopkins Sts.  Footscray  
Postal Address: 2 Wingfield Street Footscray 3011   Phone: 9689 4277          Fax: 9687 7972 
Website: www.smfootscray.catholic.edu.au    email:  parish@smfootscray.catholic.edu.au  

Parish Priest: Gerard F. Beasley       
 

Maidstone: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 46 Ballarat Rd., Maidstone 3012  
(in partnership with Christ the King, Braybrook)   Website: www.olck.org.au  
Phone: 9317 9298  Fax: 9317 4311 email: maidstone@cam.org.au    
Parish Priest: Martin Fleming    Assistant Priests: Dishan Candappa & Philip Le Van Son  (who works in  
a number of parishes with Vietnamese parishioners)      Parish Secretary:  Carmen D’Rosario    
   

North Sunshine: St Bernadette’s, 59B Westmoreland Rd., North Sunshine 3020 
Phone: 9311 2977        Fax:  9311 7146     email:  stbernns@stbernns.org.au  
Parish Priest: Ivano Burdian MSSP       Assistant Priest: Denis Carrabott MSSP 

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Anna Chircop O.S.A.     P/T Secretaries:  Mary Gatt, Bev Tessari 
 

Sunshine: Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 92 Monash St. Sunshine 3020    
Phone: 8311 9555 Fax:  9364 8422   email: sunshine@cam.org.au  
Parish Priest:                 Assistant Priests:  Slawek Plonka OMI, Peter Hoang OMI  

Secretaries: Vicky Blampied & Lucy Sgro 
 

West Sunshine: St Paul’s, 200 Glengala Rd., Sunshine West 3020 
Phone: 9363 2195   Fax:  9360 4422    email: SunshineWest@cam.org.au   

Parish Priest: Cornelio Solis CMF   Assistant Priest: Rowan M Luza CMF    Secretary: Audrey Williamson 
 

St Albans South: Holy Eucharist,  1a Oleander Drive, St Albans South 3021 
Phone:  8312 1200  email: stalbanssouth@cam.org.au      Parish Priest: Minh Tran SJ    
Parish Secretary:  Lina Agius     VU Chaplain: Sr Catherine FMDM      
Refugee Worker: Matthew Bul     

Pastoral Care Sunshine Hospital: Mary Foley 

mailto:caalbion@netspace.net.au
mailto:braybrook@cam.org.au
mailto:maidstone@cam.org.au
http://by107w.bay107.mail.live.com/mail/
http://www.chanelparish.com/
mailto:deerpark@cam.org.au
http://www.smfootscray.catholic.edu.au
mailto:parish@smfootscray.catholic.edu.au
mailto:maidstone@cam.org.au
mailto:sunshine@cam.org.au
mailto:stalbanssouth@cam.org.au


P a g e  3  Parish Mass & Reconciliation TimetablesParish Mass & Reconciliation Timetables     
 

Albion:  
{ǘ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀΩǎ: Cnr Adelaide & Drummartin Sts.      Sunday: 10.30 a.m.    Friday: 9.00 a.m. 
Mother of God: 57 Blanche St., Ardeer    Saturday: 6.00 p.m.   Sunday:  10.30 a.m. Polish   Wednesday: 10.00 a.m. Polish 
Thursday: 9.00 a.m.   Friday: 6.00 p.m. Polish        
Queen of Heaven: 44 Holt St Ardeer. Sunday: 9.00 a.m. Wednesday: 9.00 a.m. 
  

Braybrook:     
Christ the King: Cnr. Churchill Avenue & Cross St.  Saturday: 6.30 p.m.  Sunday:  9.30 a.m.  5.00 p.m. 
1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month: 3.00 p.m. Vietnamese.     Mon. 8.00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday: 8.00 a.m.  Wednesday: 9.15 a.m. Reconciliation: Saturday 8.30 a.m. & 6.15 p.m. 
 

Caroline Springs: 
Mass Venue:  Christ the Priest School Hall  54 Caroline Springs Boulevard, Vic 3023   
Saturday: 6.00 p.m.  Sunday:  9.00 a.m. & 10.30 a.m.   Monday - No Mass     
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  9.15 a.m.   Friday: 8.30 a.m.   Saturday: 9.30 a.m. 
 

Deer Park:  Under Pastoral Care of The Claretian Missionaries CMF                     
St Peter Chanel: 848 Ballarat Road.  Saturday Vigil 7.00 p.m.   Sunday: 8.30 a.m.  10.00 a.m.  6.00 p.m.  
St Lawrence School, Derrimut 3rd Sunday of the month at 5:00pm.  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  8.00 a.m.  7.00 p.m. Saturday: 9.00 a.m.     
Other:    1st Friday: 9.30 a.m. (School Mass)      1st Monday: 10.30 a.m. Maltese     1st Wednesday: 10.30 a.m. Italian 
1st Sunday: 2.30 p.m. (Praise & Worship),       3.00 p.m. (Healing Mass) 
Reconciliation:    Saturday: 9.45 a.m., 6.15 p.m., 8.00 p.m. 
 

Footscray: 
{ǘ aƻƴƛŎŀΩǎ: Cnr Whitehall & Wingfield Sts.     
Saturday Vigil: 6.00 p.m.   Sunday  9.00 a.m. 10.30 a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00 a.m.    
Reconciliation:  Saturdays before and after 6.00 p.m. Mass  
 

Maidstone: 
hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎ: Cnr Ballarat Road & Lyons Sts.     
Saturday: 9.00 a.m.     Vigil: 5.00 p.m.    Sunday: 11.00 a.m.  6.30 p.m. 
2nd & 4th Sun. of the Month:  3.00 p.m. Vietnamese   Monday: 8.00 a.m. Thursday 9.15 a.m. 
Tuesday: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9.00 a.m.   Reconciliation: Saturday 8.45 a.m. & 5.30 p.m. 
{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ: Cnr. Essex & Eleanor Sts, West Footscray  Sunday: 8.00 a.m.  Wednesday: 8.00 a.m.  Friday: 9.15 a.m. 
 

North Sunshine:   Under Pastoral Care of the Missionary Society of St Paul (Paulist Missionaries) MSSP 
{ǘ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǘǘŜΩǎ: Cnr. Westmoreland Rd & Rufford St.    Saturday 8.00 a.m.  Vigil: 6.30 p.m.  
Sunday: 8.30 a.m. 9.45 a.m. Polish;  11.00 a.m. 7.00 p.m.  1st Sun. of the Month: 12.30 p.m. Vietnamese 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.15 a.m.  Wednesday: 7.00 p.m. 
Reconciliation: Saturdays -7.30 - 7.55 a.m.   11.00 ς 12 noon     5.55 - 6.25 p.m. 
Community Centre: Cooke Ave.  Sunday: 10.00 a.m. Mass 
 

Sunshine:   Under Pastoral Care of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate OMI 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception: Cnr. Monash & Ryder Sts.    
Saturday 9.00 a.m.    Vigil 6.00 p.m.         Sunday:  9.00 a.m. 10.30 a.m.  5.30 p.m.    7.00 p.m. Spanish      
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays of the Month: 12.30 p.m.  Vietnamese; 3rd Sunday of the month: 4.00 p.m. Filipino  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00 a.m. 
Tuesday: 7.30 p.m. 8.00 p.m. Novena Reconciliation:7.00 ς 7.20 p.m. Friday: 11.00 a.m. Mass & Exposition 
Saturday: Reconciliation: 10.00 ς 10.30 a.m.    5.30 ς 5.50 p.m. 
 

West Sunshine:   Under Pastoral Care of The Claretian Missionaries CMF                                                                   

{ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ: 200 Glengala Rd   Saturday: 7.00 a.m.    Vigil 6.00 p.m.  Sunday: 7.00 a.m.   8.30 a.m.    10.00 a.m.  6.00 p.m. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday: 7.00 a.m. Wednesday: 9.15 a.m. 

St Albans South:    Under Pastoral Care of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) SJ 

Holy Eucharist: Cnr Oleander & Chedgey Drives    
Saturday:  Vigil 6.00 p.m.    Sunday:  9.00 a.m.  10.30 a.m.  12.00 p.m. Vietnamese   6.00 p.m.  
2nd Sunday of the month: 2.30 p.m. Sudanese.      1st Sunday of the Month:  4.00 p.m. Tagalog (Filipino)  
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.00 a.m. 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 5.15 ς 5.45 p.m.    Vietnamese: Sunday 12 noon 

http://www.chanelparish.com/The_Claretian_Missionaries.html
http://www.chanelparish.com/The_Claretian_Missionaries.html
http://www.chanelparish.com/The_Claretian_Missionaries.html


garden, through the college grounds, 

along Churchill Avenue and back to the 

shrine. We passed by many banners de-

picting our words to honour Our Lady and 

her words of advice to us. 
 

To symbolize God’s blessings Fr Son used 

the sweet perfume of incense on our 

shrine. About 50 of our catechist children 

expressed our love for Our Lady by per-

forming actions with posters and flowers. 

We felt deeply moved when Sr Louise led 

the entire gathering in silent prayer as we 

committed ourselves, our families, our 

community and our whole world to the 

care and protection of Our Lady. We sang 

a special hymn which expressed our desire 

to surrender our life to Our Lady. This was 

followed by the release of 200 balloons 

and a dramatic beating of the huge Viet-

namese drum and ten smaller drums which 

transformed the atmosphere – probably 

heard by all the surrounding Braybrook 

residents! 
 

During the past 12 months our whole com-

munity has been preparing for and antici-

pating this special event. We have prayed 

for the success of this venture and we 

have been preparing our souls to welcome 

Our Lady, symbolised by her image from 

Vietnam. Whilst the adults raised funds to 

fulfill this dream, the children constructed 

beautiful, brightly-coloured paper flowers 

to represent their kind acts and times of 

self-sacrifice. They learnt the songs, 

prayers and actions in readiness for this 

day of celebration. 
 

As part of the Offering of the Gifts in the 

afternoon Mass the children from our 

On 19th June 2011 the people of Christ 

the King Parish held two gatherings to 

celebrate the Unveiling, Blessing and 

Opening of the Shrine of Our Lady of 

Grace.   
 

In the morning, after Mass at 9.30am 

our parish priest Fr Martin unveiled and 

blessed the statue of Mary. Fr Dishan 

announced to us all the meaning of 

each of the five aspects of the shrine.  
 

As the whole community sang in honour 

of Mary the children expressed our 

thanks and praise by performing the 

actions. One hundred helium-filled 

balloons were released into the sky to 

represent our prayers of praise and 

honour. We thoroughly enjoyed the 

final refreshments – ice creams for all!  
 

Approximately 450 Vietnamese parish-

ioners celebrated by participating in a 

procession before the afternoon Mass. 

We sang to Our Lady whilst being ac-

companied by a drum band which 

played traditional Vietnamese hymns. 

We also prayed a brief Rosary as we 

processed from the church, through the 

seven catechist 

classes brought their 

flowers to the altar. 

The main benefac-

tors brought up the 

gifts of bread and 

wine along with the 

collection. A deeply

-meaningful sermon 

based on the symbols 

used in the shrine was  

delivered by Fr Cao who  

was the first priest to serve  

the parishioners of Maidstone and  

Braybrook parishes by celebrating 3pm 

Sunday Mass in Vietnamese. 
 

The parish house was the perfect venue 

for our huge party as we celebrated by 

sharing lots of delicious Vietnamese  

traditional food. As the sun began to set, 

and the sky began to grow dim, the glow-

ing lights on the cross overwhelmed us all 

and many people delighted in photograph-

ing this scene.  
 

As we began to make our way home at the 

end of this wonderful day we felt Our 

Lady’s love and God’s blessings through 

her, permeating the whole of the Bray-

brook area! Today was a fitting and uplift-

ing celebration after so many months of 

working and preparation with love for 

Mary. I am sure that this day of celebra-

tion will always be remembered with hap-

piness and thanksgiving. 
 

To God through Mary! 

Written by Sr Luat Louise 

Pham 

(Translated by Rose Thomas) 

Vietnamese Community Rejoices at New Shrine! 

I had the great privilege of knowing Fr. John Maher for a little over two years working as a parish  
secretary. One of the first things that impressed me about him was the fact that he never said a bad 
word about anybody.  He simply would not take part in any conversation that involved any kind of gossip 
or lack of charity. Fr. John would just smile sweetly and usually say nothing. It’s amazing what an  
effect this silent but gentle reproach had on those around him. For some reason I had the impression 
that this virtue was not necessarily part of his innate goodness (although it might have been also), but 
rather the result of a firm resolve made a long time ago and which he had cultivated through constant 
practice. 
The other quality in Fr. John that stood out was his inability to say no to anyone, especially when it 
came to administering the sacraments. During his time at Sunshine he usually did all the baptisms. I 
remember one Sunday he baptised nine children. His diary was full of weddings which he seemed to 
particularly enjoy doing and these often took him out of his way to places outside the parish. Just before he went into hospital, 
when he was already very sick, a man came to the door of the presbytery seeking reconciliation. Father welcomed him and heard 
his confession. (To my knowledge this was the last confession he heard before he died.) 
Even though his commitments with CTC as both lecturer and head of the Department of Philosophy meant an extraordinary work-
load that took him outside the parish for much of the week, Fr. John still took on more than his share when it came to saying Mass, 
even at the women’s prison once a month.  Nothing was too much trouble when it came to serving God’s people. 
He was a humble man, whose simple language and mannerisms belied his great knowledge and academic achievements (he had a 
Doctorate in philosophy). He took great pleasure in the simple things in life – especially the celebration of birthdays with freshly 
bought cakes from Cavallaro’s (which he would usually buy himself) or even the preparation of sandwiches for lunch with members 
of the parish staff. 
It could honestly be said of him that he lived life to the full – in the Christian sense – and when his time came, he accepted it with 
great resignation and peace. When I visited him in hospital shortly before he died, Fr. John told me that he was no longer able to 
pray but that he had a great peace in his heart. He believed this was due to all the prayers of people around him. And I have no 
doubt it was – that and his own prayer life which had included daily Mass, the Divine Office, the Rosary and an hour before the 
Blessed Sacrament every day. 
Lucy Sgro 

Vale Fr John Maher OMI 


