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Dear Parishioners,  
Due to the Current Covid19 

situation, the Church and Parish 
Office will be closed, therefore:  
 Tues-Sat: No Community 

Masses until further notice  
Only Online Mass  

   Sunday: 10:30am English  
  12:00pm Vietnamese  

Live streaming on:  
 Parish Facebook Page: 

https://
www.facebook.com/ Holy-
EuchristChurch  

 Parish Youtube Channel: 
bit.ly/ HolyEucha-
ristYoutube 

 Parish Website: you can 
join the live mass or join at 
any time convenient to 
you. http:// 
www.holyeuchariststalba 
ns.org/mass_stream.html 

 https://www.facebook.com    
   /StAlbansOfficials  

SPECIAL NOTICE 

THE LIVING WORD 
First reading Wisdom 7:7-11 

I esteemed Wisdom more than sceptres or thrones 
I prayed, and understanding was given me; 
I entreated, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. 
I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones; 
compared with her, I held riches as nothing. 
I reckoned no priceless stone to be her peer, 
for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, 
and beside her silver ranks as mud. 
I loved her more than health or beauty, 
preferred her to the light, 
since her radiance never sleeps. 
In her company all good things came to me, 
at her hands riches not to be numbered. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 89(90):12-17 
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. 

Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Give us joy to balance our affliction 
for the years when we knew misfortune. 

Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
Show forth your work to your servants; 
let your glory shine on their children. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. 

Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
 

Second reading Hebrews 4:12-13 
The word of God cuts more finely than a double-edged sword 

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-
edged sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul 
is divided from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the se-
cret emotions and thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; every-
thing is uncovered and open to the eyes of the one to whom we must 
give account of ourselves. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
Alleluia! 
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Gospel Mark 10:17-30 
Give everything you own to the poor, and follow me 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran 
up, knelt before him and put this question to him, 
‘Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but God alone. You know the command-
ments: You must not kill; You must not commit 
adultery; You must not steal; You must not bring 
false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your 
father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I 
have kept all these from my earliest days.’ Jesus 
looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, 
‘There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything 
you own and give the money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 
But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, 
for he was a man of great wealth. 

Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How 
hard it is for those who have riches to enter the king-
dom of God!’ The disciples were astounded by these 
words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to 
them ‘how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It 
is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a nee-
dle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
They were more astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ 
they said to one another ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus 
gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said ‘it is impossible, but 
not for God: because everything is possible for God.’ 

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ he asked him. 
‘We have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus 
said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left 
house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for 
my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not 
be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sis-
ters, mothers, children and land – not without perse-
cutions – now in this present time and, in the world 
to come, eternal life.’ 

 

Not too many of  us commit murder or adultery. 
Not too many take hostages or give false testimony 
in a court of  law. Most are ready to honour and 
care for their parents in their old age. In other 
words, most of  us are basically decent and honest 
and could make the same claim as does the wealthy 
man who runs up to Jesus, namely that we have 
kept the commandments from our youth. The 
man’s question is actually a strange one. He wants 
to know what he must do in order to inherit eternal 
life. He seems unaware that inheritance depends, 
not on what one does, but on who one is. Jesus re-
sponds to his greeting, “Good Teacher”, with a re-

minder that God is the source of  all goodness, and 
then lets him know that keeping the command-
ments is not enough. Interestingly, Jesus adds a 
commandment that is not actually numbered among 
the “ten” but is to be found in an Essene document 
from Qumran: “You shall not defraud”. This pre-
pares the way for what follows. 
First-century Mediterranean societies were “limited 
goods” societies. If  a person acquired wealth, it was 
invariably understood to be at the expense of  oth-
ers. The wealthy were therefore looked upon with 
suspicion. Although Jesus looks at the man lovingly, 
he may nonetheless be hinting that this person’s 
wealth has been acquired fraudulently. Jesus offers a 
challenge that the man is unable to meet: to sell 
what he has, give the proceeds to the poor, have 
“treasure in heaven”, and “follow” him. The man 
retains his possessions and acquires a burden, the 
burden of  sorrow. To share one’s goods with those 
in need is too hard for some, Jesus admits, but not 
for those who are open to the power of  God at 
work in their lives.  
The concluding verses are puzzling. In declaring 
that those who have left everything and followed 
him are to have an abundance of  this world’s goods 
as well as eternal life, is Jesus modifying his earlier 
position? Is he reverting to a tradition that saw 
wealth as God’s reward for righteous living? Is he 
suggesting that those who share their goods find 
they have more than enough? It is hard to know. 
The twist in the tale is that they will do it hard: “not 
without persecution”. It is likely that Mark is de-
scribing his own experience within a persecuted 
community of  believers some forty years after the 
death of  Jesus. The happy ones were doubtless 
those who took the risk of  sharing their goods with 
those in need. Our privileged country has still to 
learn that lesson, even with respect to global vaccine 
accessibility. Welcoming the stranger and sharing 
our wealth with the dispossessed may demand of  us 
a simpler way of  life. Who knows what blessings it 
will bring if  we dare to take up the challenge?  

By Veronica M. Lawson RSM 
 

SHARING, LOVE, RESPECT SHOULD 
SHAPE EFFORTS FOR BETTER FUTURE 

Pope Francis gathers scientists, religious leaders and experts 
in the Vatican for a “Faith and Science: Towards COP26” 
meeting, during which participants signed a joint appeal 
ahead of  the upcoming UN COP26 Climate Conference. 

Pope Francis met alongside other religious leaders 
and scientists from around the world in the Vatican 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 



Dynamism of  love 

Pope Francis went on to emphasize that our com-
mon commitment must constantly be driven by the 
dynamism of  love for “in the depths of  every heart, 
love creates bonds and expands existence, for it 
draws people out of  themselves and towards oth-
ers.” 

Love’s driving force is not set in motion once for 
all, but rather needs to be renewed daily, the Holy 
Father added. “Love is the mirror of  an intense 
spiritual life: a love that extends to all, transcending 
cultural, political and social boundaries; a love that 
is inclusive, concerned especially for the poor, who 
so often teach us how to overcome the barriers of  
selfishness and to break down the walls of  our 
ego.” 

The Pope then highlighted the need to counter the 
“throwaway culture,” and the “seeds of  conflict” 
which cause serious wounds to the environment 
and lead to the breaking of  “that covenant between 
human beings and the environment, which should 
mirror the creative love of  God, from whom we 
come and towards whom we are journeying.” 

A challenge that inspires hope 

The Holy Father said that the challenge to work for 
a culture of  care for our common home and for 
ourselves is one that inspires hope because 
“humanity has never possessed as many means for 
achieving this goal as it possesses today.” 

He recommended that the challenge can be faced 
on various levels, including two in particular: 
“example and action” and “education.” He also 
pointed out that many opportunities present them-
selves, as the Joint Appeal notes, that point to vari-
ous educational and training programs that can be 
developed to promote care for our common home. 

Call to respect 

Explaining his third idea – the call to respect –  the 
Pope said it is a respect for creation, for our neigh-
bour, for ourselves and for the Creator, but also 
mutual respect between faith and science, “in order 
to enter into a mutual dialogue for the sake of  pro-
tecting nature, defending the poor, and building 
networks of  respect and fraternity.” 

In this sense, he continued, respect is more than an 
abstract and passive recognition of  others but is al-
so “an empathetic and active experience of  desiring 
to know others and to enter into dialogue with 
them, in order to walk together on a common jour-
ney.” 

on Monday, to take a common stand for the protec-
tion of  the environment, ahead of  the UN Climate 
Change Conference scheduled for 1 – 12 Novem-
ber in Glasgow, Scotland. 

The day-long meeting themed: “Faith and Science: 
Towards COP26” is a Vatican initiative born of  a 
proposal of  the embassies of  Great Britain and Ita-
ly to the Holy See. It developed through monthly 
virtual meetings that began earlier this year, in 
which religious leaders and scientists were able to 
share their concerns and wishes for greater respon-
sibility for the planet and for necessary change. 

The Pope and the participants also presented a joint 
declaration to Alok Sharma, the president-designate 
of  the COP26 climate summit, and to Luigi di Ma-
io, Italian minister for foreign affairs. 

In his address to the participants at the meeting, 
Pope Francis expressed gratitude for their presence 
which shows a “desire for a deepened dialogue 
among ourselves and with scientific experts” and 
proposed three concepts to guide their reflection: 
openness to interdependence and sharing, the dyna-
mism of  love, and the call to respect. 

Openness to interdependence, sharing 

Pope Francis affirmed that “everything is connected 
in our world”, adding that science, as well as our 
religious beliefs and spiritual traditions, highlight 
the connectedness between ourselves and the rest 
of  creation. 

Indeed, “we recognize the signs of  divine harmony 
present in the natural world, for no creatures are 
self-sufficient; they exist only in dependence on 
each other, complementing one another and in the 
service of  one another,” the Pope said. 

Recognizing this interconnectedness, therefore, 
means not only realizing the harmful effects of  our 
actions “but also identifying behaviors and solu-
tions to be adopted, in an attitude of  openness to 
interdependence and sharing.” More so, this should 
lead to “an urgently needed change of  direction” 
nurtured also by respective religious beliefs and 
spirituality, because for Christians, “openness to in-
terdependence springs from the very mystery of  the 
Triune God.” 

In this light, the meeting, “which brings together 
many cultures and spiritualities in a spirit of  frater-
nity,” strengthens our realization that we are mem-
bers of  one human family. 

So, “to illumine and direct this openness, let us 
commit ourselves to a future shaped by interde-
pendence and co-responsibility,” the Pope urged. 



 
The Sick 
Toni Antonowicz, Linda Rat-
bone, Anna, Maria Kim, Yulette 
Tanner, Jessie Spiteri, Stella San-
dle, Frank, Doris Carabott. 
 

Recently Deceased. 
Giuseppe (Joseph) Giuffrida, Ce-
cilia Vo Thi Ngoc Hoa , Maria 
Trân Thi. Loan & Giuse Đăng 
Thành Trong 
 

Anniversaries 
Lucky Ellawala (3rd Anniv.), 
Norberto Laririt, Criselda Fer-
nandez, Angela Chircop, Maria 
Vu Thi Yeu Thuong, Peter Dis-
co, Frank Kreuger, Richard Cur-
mi, Iro & Jessie Vella, Anthony 
Gatt, Nazareno Spiteri, Antonio 
Mifsud, Philip Gauci, George & 
Angela Bugeja, Wayne Camilleri, 
Bartolo family, Brincat & Galea 
family, Vincent Duong Kham Su, 
Mary Camilleri & Family, Joseph, 
Frank & John Xerri, Charlie Xer-
ri, Lewis Spiteri, Raymond Abela 
and All Souls. 

 
Holy Eucharist Parish is com-
mitted to the safety, wellbeing 

and dignity of  all children, 
young people and vulnerable 

adults. 

 
 Holy Eucharist parish respectfully 
acknowledges the Wurundjer people 
as the traditional custodians of  the 

land on which we reside and worship. 

 
If we really believe in something, it 
does not seem to be a sacrifice to give 
up everything else to pursue that one 
dream. Jesus asks for total dedication, 
promising in return rewards that no 
one else can promise: "Go and sell 
everything you own ... then come; 
follow me."   

All information used in accordance 
with the terms of our privacy policy. 

 Concluding, the Holy Father reiterated the importance of  Openness to 
interdependence and sharing, the dynamism of  love and a call to respect as inter-
pretative keys that can shed light on common efforts to care for our 
common home. 

He also noted that COP26 “represents an urgent summons to pro-
vide effective responses to the unprecedented ecological crisis and the 
crisis of  values that we are presently experiencing, and in this way to 
offer concrete hope to future generations.” 

By Benedict Mayaki, SJ 
 

FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 

The Fifth Plenary 
Council of  Australia is a 
journey for the whole 
Church across the 
country. To invite the 
People of  God into the 
First General Assembly, 
Masses and parts of  the 
opening session each 
day will be livestreamed. 

The first “spiritual con-
versations” of  the Fifth 

Plenary Council of  Australia covered a broad range of  thoughts and 
topics from Baptism being the place for fundamental conversion to 
the need for the Church to tend to its past and current failures. 

The process for communal discernment by the 278 members during 
the Plenary Council’s two assemblies follows the centuries-old prac-
tice of  “spiritual conversations”.  

Using that process, 10 groups of  members are praying with and re-
flecting on 16 questions across six themes: Conversion, Prayers, For-
mation, Structures, Governance and Institutions. 

SAFETY FOR ALL 

LET US PRAY FOR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

VOCATION VIEW 


