
 

HOLY EUCHARIST PARISH 
1A Oleander Drive, St Albans South 3021 

Office Hours: Tues - Fri: 9:00am - 3.30pm 
Phone: 9366 1310, Fax: 9366 9359 
Email:  stalbanssouth@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.holyeuchariststalbans.org 

 

REDEMPTORIST COMMUNITY 

Mission Leader  
Fr Peter Danh CSsR  
Parish Priest  
Fr Vincent Long Pham CSsR  
Assistant Parish Priest  
Fr Vinsensius (Lovin) Lolo CSsR 
 

Fr Oche Matutina CSsR 
Fr Patrick Corbett CSsR    
 

Parish Secretary 
Mary-Lucy Atonio PH: 9366 1310 
 

Parish School Principal  
Michael Bonnici PH: 8312 0900 
 

Filipino Chaplain 
Fr Joselito Asis 
 

South Sudanese Chaplain 
Deacon George B.P.Meat 

 
 

Good News, Good News! 

Dear Parishioners, 

With the restrictions are 
eased now, there are 20 peo-
ple who are fully vaccinated 
can be in the Church until 
further notice. Our Parish 
Church will reopen on Tues-
day 26 October 2021. 

English Masses: 

 Weekday Masses:  

9am from Tuesday to Friday  

 Weekend Masses 

Saturday: 6pm 

Sunday: 9am, 10.30am, 6pm 

Please contact the Parish Of-
fice to let us know that you 
would like to attend. Please 

using a QR code at the 
Church’s door to check in. 

Phone: 9366 1310 

Office Hours: 9am - 3.30pm 
from Tuesday to Friday. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

THE LIVING WORD 

First reading Jeremiah 31:7-9 
I will guide them by a smooth path where they will not stumble 

The Lord says this: Shout with joy for Jacob! Hail the chief  of  nations! 
Proclaim! Praise! Shout: ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant 
of  Israel!’ See, I will bring them back from the land of  the North and 
gather them from the far ends of  earth; all of  them: the blind and the 
lame, women with child, women in labour: a great company returning 
here. They had left in tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back; I 
will guide them to streams of  water, by a smooth path where they will 
not stumble. For I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born 
son. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 125(126) 
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 

it seemed like a dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

on our lips there were songs. 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 

the Lord worked for them!’ 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad. 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 

as streams in dry land. 

Those who are sowing in tears 

will sing when they reap. 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

They go out, they go out, full of  tears, 

carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, full of  song, 

carrying their sheaves. 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
  

Second reading Hebrews 5:1-6 
'You are a priest of  the order of  Melchizedek, and for ever' 

Every high priest has been taken out of  mankind and is appointed to 
act for men in their relations with God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for 
sins; and so he can sympathise with those who are ignorant or uncer-
tain because he too lives in the limitations of  weakness. That is why he 
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has to make sin offerings for himself  as well as for 
the people. No one takes this honour on himself, 
but each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor 
did Christ give himself  the glory of  becoming high 
priest, but he had it from the one who said to him: 
You are my son, today I have become your father, 
and in another text: You are a priest of  the order of  
Melchizedek, and for ever. 
 

Gospel Acclamation cf  2 Timothy 1:10 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death, 
and brought us life through his gospel.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 10:46-52 
Go; your faith has saved you 

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large 
crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of  Timaeus), a 
blind beggar, was sitting at the side of  the road. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of  Nazareth, he 
began to shout and to say, ‘Son of  David, Jesus, 
have pity on me.’ And many of  them scolded him 
and told him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all 
the louder, ‘Son of  David, have pity on me.’ Jesus 
stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So they called the 
blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is calling 
you.’ So throwing off  his cloak, he jumped up and 
went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want 
me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to 
him ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Go; your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his 
sight returned and he followed him along the road. 

 

What is it that we fail to see? Today’s gospel reading 
brings to closure a long section of  Mark’s gospel 
that focuses on the journey of  Jesus and his disci-
ples from Caesarea Philippi in the north to Jericho 
in the south. Jericho is the final staging point in the 
journey to Jerusalem where the final act of  the gos-
pel drama will be played out. This section of  the 
gospel (8:27-10:52) is prefaced by the story of  a 
blind man who comes to sight in stages. It ends 
with the story of  another blind man, Bartimaeus, 
who comes from blindness to sight, from insight to 
greater insight, and who joins Jesus on the journey 
to Jerusalem. On the intervening journey, Jesus en-
deavours to lead the Twelve out of  their metaphori-
cal blindness into an understanding of  what it 
means to follow a suffering messiah. They remain 
for some time in their blindness, as subsequent 
events will demonstrate. 

The narrator creates an impression of  urgency at 
this point in Mark’s gospel. “They” come to Jericho 
and then leave. The intervention of  Bartimaeus, 
who tries to attract the attention of  Jesus by calling 
out from the roadside, threatens to delay the jour-
ney. When he cries out for “mercy”, many try, with-
out success, to silence him. The “many” are people 
in the crowd who neither share the depth of  Barti-
maeus’ faith nor grasp the nature of  Jesus’ mission 
of  gathering in “the remnant of  Israel, among them 
the blind and the lame” (Jeremiah 31:8). Those who 
try to silence Bartimaeus are a bit like the family of  
Jesus who tried to protect him from himself  (Mark 
3:31).  

When it is clear that the perception of  the “many” 
is not shared by Jesus who tells them to “call him”, 
we have an almost comical scene in which they do a 
complete about-face. It seems they want to please 
the authority figure no matter what. Bartimaeus of-
fers a stark contrast to these people. He knows that 
Jesus has the power to bring the mercy of  God into 
his life and the lives of  those who wait by the road-
side with faith in their hearts. He receives the assur-
ance from Jesus that his faith has made him well or, 
more literally, has “saved him”. Having heard the 
“call”, he follows Jesus “on the way”, the journey of  
faith.   

At times we, like Bartimaeus, are aware of  our 
blindness and wait desperately by the roadside for 
the right person or circumstances to come along 
and give us the heart to rise up and live the journey 
of  faith. At times, we are like the “many” who think 
we know what is best for others and who try to si-
lence the voices of  those who interfere with our 
plans. At other times, we, like Jesus of  Nazareth, re-
spond to the cries for mercy and stretch out our 
hands to gather in those whose disabilities might 
otherwise leave them by the side of  the road in the 
journey of  life.  

By Veronica M. Lawson RSM 

 
BE WARY OF THE FASHIONS OF THE AGE 

– ARCHBISHOP FISHER’S MESSAGE TO 
PLENARY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has urged the Mem-
bers of the 5th Plenary Council of the Catholic 
Church in Australia to bring the patrimony of the 
Church across time and space to their discussions, be 
wary of the fashions of the age and read the signs of 
the times through the spectacles of faith and reason, 
otherwise this Plenary Council and any other is for 
nought. 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 



time and space to that task. Read the signs of the 
times through the spectacles of faith and reason. Re-
spond with holy rather than worldly wisdom, with 
perennial truth, not the fashions of the age”, Arch-
bishop Fisher said. 

REFLECT ON YOUR EXPERIENCE. REASON 
THINGS OUT. BUT BRING THE PATRIMONY 
OF THE CHURCH ACROSS TIME AND SPACE 
TO THAT TASK. READ THE SIGNS OF THE 
TIMES THROUGH THE SPECTACLES OF 
FAITH AND REASON. 

“Even more importantly, those Scriptures tell us, 
Christ the Word must be at the centre of all prayer 
and discernment, of every intervention and small 
group discussion, of any proposal and vote. Other-
wise this Council and any other is for nought”. 

“All sorts of things came up this week past: some im-
aginative and wise, some unhelpful even impossible. 
In the Parallel Plenary Council conducted in some 
parts of the media over recent months and days, God 
has rarely been mentioned, or prayer, sacraments, vo-
cation, holiness, saints, communion with the Church. 
But if Jesus, the Word made flesh, is the Good 
Teacher to whom we bring all our questions, includ-
ing the sixteen on the Plenary Council agenda; if His 
is the wisdom we seek to discern and apply, as the 
Bishops and their colleagues seek to discern among 
the many voices, then all will be well”. 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP preaches during the Mass 
to mark the end of the Plenary. photo: Giovanni Portelli 

“If as a Church in Australia we can keep the com-
mandments and repent when we fail, if we can let go 
of every possession or privilege, ideology or attach-
ment, structure or aspiration that gets in the way of 
the adventure of the Gospel, then the hearts of the 
faithful and the Church may truly be renewed”, Arch-
bishop Fisher said. 

“Follow Christ the Good Teacher and all will be well. 
Guided by divine rather than worldly wisdom, the 
Fifth Plenary Council of Australia must now continue 
its work of prayerful and careful discernment towards 
the Second Assembly next year. God bless the Coun-
cil Members and organisers in the meantime!” 

On the final working day of the First Assembly on 
Saturday, a series of proposals were presented for 
consideration over the nine months leading up to the 
Second Assembly in Sydney. 

This included moves to better embrace the rich litur-
gical traditions of the Catholic Church in Australia, 
especially its Eastern Rite churches, a renewed focus 
on vocations and on strengthening partnerships be-
tween Catholic schools and parishes. 

Archbishop Fisher was speaking at a Closing Mass 
for Sydney Members to mark the end of the week-
long First Assembly of the Plenary Council at St 
Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday. 

The closing Mass for the First Assembly was held in 
Brisbane. The Second Assembly will take part, 
COVID-permitting, in Sydney from 4-9 July 2022. 

278 Plenary Council members have participated in the 
First Assembly largely online, with a small number of 
dioceses able to bring members together if COVID-
19 restrictions allowed. 

Small numbers of local bishops, vicars and two lay 
members were able to attend the Closing Mass in 
Sydney under public health restrictions. 

Sister Susanna Edmunds OP, reads during the special 
Mass to mark the end of the First Assembly of the 
Plenary Council. Photo: Giovanni Portelli 

In his homily at the Mass, Archbishop Fisher empha-
sised that previous Plenary Councils in Australia, the 
most recent having taken place in 1937, were con-
scious that theirs was one in a long procession of 
church synods, all charged with proclaiming the apos-
tolic faith that first came to this land a century and a 
half before them. 

“They were part of something that stretched not just 
across time, but also space: the universal Church rep-
resented by the presiding papal legate, by the newish 
Code of Canon Law they were applying locally, and 
by the fact Rome had to approve the Council’s 655 
decrees”, Archbishop Fisher said. 

“They invoked the help of the Holy Spirit, declaring 
their reliance upon Him alone, as they shaped pasto-
ral responses to the issues of the day”. 

Archbishop Fisher emphasised that while Plenary 
Councils are a means to help renew the Church, 
Members must respond with holy rather than worldly 
wisdom to the important responsibilities entrusted to them. 

“It’s not a parliament making decrees at will, as if eve-
rything were ‘on the table’ or ‘up for grabs’. It’s a very 
pastoral strategy of gathering Church leaders and 
some others, for prayer and discernment, to increase 
faith, revitalise morals, promote discipline and plan 
common pastoral action”. 

The Sydney Archbishop urged Members of the Plena-
ry Council to be guided by the Scriptures, depending 
on divine wisdom, not merely human thinking as they 
continue their discussions over coming months in the 
lead up to the Second Assembly in Sydney next year. 

“Use your mind, of course, have a good look at 
what’s going on around you, the challenges and op-
portunities. Reflect on your experience. Reason things 
out. But bring the patrimony of the Church across 



 
The Sick 
Rachel Piskon, Toni Antonowicz, 
Linda Ratbone, Anna, Maria 
Kim, Yulette Tanner, Jessie 
Spiteri, Stella Sandle, Frank, Doris 
Carabott. 
 

Recently Deceased. 
Rex de Mel, Giuseppe Giuffrida, 
Cecilia Vo Thi Ngoc Hoa , Maria 
Trân Thi. Loan & Giuse Đăng 
Thành Trong 
 

Anniversaries 
Jehan Ellawala, Lucky Ellawala (3rd 
Anniv.), Norberto Laririt, Criselda 
Fernandez, Angela Chircop, Ma-
ria Vu Thi Yeu Thuong, Peter 
Disco, Frank Kreuger, Richard 
Curmi, Iro & Jessie Vella, Antho-
ny Gatt, Nazareno Spiteri, Anto-
nio Mifsud, Philip Gauci, George 
& Angela Bugeja, Wayne Camil-
leri, Bartolo family, Brincat & 
Galea family, Vincent Duong 
Kham Su, Mary Camilleri & 
Family, Joseph, Frank & John 
Xerri, Charlie Xerri, Lewis Spiteri, 
Raymond Abela and All Souls. 

 
Holy Eucharist Parish is commit-
ted to the safety, wellbeing and 
dignity of all children, young 
people and vulnerable adults. 

 
 Holy Eucharist parish respectfully 
acknowledges the Wurundjer people 
as the traditional custodians of  the 

land on which we reside and worship. 

 
'Master grant that I may see'. The 
values we were blind to in our 
youth, now become clear. Blind-
ness gives way to vision through 
faith in Jesus. As children of 
God, we are called to do good 
things, and to witness God's 
love.    

All information used in accordance 
with the terms of our privacy policy. 

The President of the Plenary Council, Perth Archbishop Timothy Cos-
telloe SDB said the Council’s steering committee will now determine the 
work to be undertaken in preparation for the Second Assembly. 

“This period of celebration of the Plenary Council is also a journey 
which will last for nine months. Although we will all now need to take 
some well-deserved rest in whatever ways that might be possible for us 
in the midst of the realities of our daily lives, we do not stand still”, 
Archbishop Costelloe said. 

“The journey continues and will call for our engagement in many differ-
ent ways. Certainly after whatever time we can take for rest and renewal, 
we will need to remain open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit who 
will lead us more deeply into all that we have shared together this week. 
The bonds we have forged and the trust we have established will serve 
us well as these months unfold”. 

By Michael Kenny 

LOCKDOWN LIGHT—WEEK EIGHT 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 

As we slowly emerge out of lockdown, aware of that many aspects of 
life—including our parishes are only able to open up gradually, here’s 

one last edition of Lockdown Light for your coming week. 
Podcasts for Christian living: Parenting teens 

In this podcast, well known Catholic speaker Jason Evert discusses how 
to keep an open and ongoing dialogue with your children around topics 
related to love, dating and other serious issues as well as tips for internet 

and phone safety. Listen here www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving8 
Getting to know your Bible: The Acts of the Apostles—

The Church begins 
Getting Started: In this interesting video introduction to the Book of 

Acts, The Bible Project provides an overview of Pentecost and the be-
ginning of the early Church. Watch at www.bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted8 
Going Deeper: In this video, Bishop Barron speaks about the spread of 
the Gospel during the early Church, challenging us to share in the same 
work as St Paul and the early Apostles in proclaiming the message of Je-

sus to the world. View here www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper8  

SAFETY FOR ALL 

LET US PRAY FOR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

VOCATION VIEW 
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