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 Tues-Fri:    9:00am 
 Saturday:    6:00pm            
        7.30pm Vietnamese 
 Sunday:      9:00am,10:30am,   

                6:00pm  
                       12:00pm Vietnamese    
Other Masses 
 1st & 2nd Sun. Sudanese Mass 3pm 
 3rd Sun Samoan Mass - 2.00pm 
 4th Sun Filipino Mass - 3.00pm 
 

SOCIAL OFFICE 
Contact: Son Nguyen & Tammy Le 
Phone 9366 1310 
Tuesday & Friday 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 

FOODBANK open Fridays 
10.30am until 2.00pm. More de-
tails call Charlie 03 9366 1310.  
 

RCIA: Please contact Br. Anthony 
Gatt on 0419 115 692 or call the Par-

ish Office for more details.  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Preca Centre, 29 Rosslare Parade, St 
Albans – Ph: 9356 0734  

between 7-8pm  
Email: precastalbans@tpg.com.au  

www.precacommunity.org  

MASS TIMES 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3 
They anointed David king of Israel 

All the tribes of Israel then came to Da-
vid at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are 
your own flesh and blood. In days past 
when Saul was our king, it was you who 
led Israel in all their exploits; and the 
Lord said to you, “You are the man 
who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ 
So all the elders of Israel came to the 
king at Hebron, and King David made 
a pact with them at Hebron in the pres-
ence of the Lord, and they anointed Da-
vid king of Israel. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps.121(122):1-5 
Let us go rejoicing to the house 
of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house 
of the Lord. 

Jerusalem is built as a city 
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house 
of the Lord. 

For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of 
judgement 
of the house of David. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house 
of the Lord. 
 

Second reading Colossians 1:12-20 

The Father has created a place for us in the 
kingdom of the Son that he loves 

We give thanks to the Father who has 
made it possible for you to join the 
saints and with them to inherit the light. 
Because that is what he has done: he has 

taken us out of the power of darkness 
and created a place for us in the king-
dom of the Son that he loves, and in 
him, we gain our freedom, the for-
giveness of our sins. He is the image of 
the unseen God and the first-born of all 
creation, for in him were created all 
things in heaven and on earth: every-
thing visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, 
Powers – all things were created 
through him and for him. Before any-
thing was created, he existed, and he 
holds all things in unity. Now the 
Church is his body, he is its head. As he 
is the Beginning, he was first to be born 
from the dead, so that he should be first 
in every way; because God wanted all 
perfection to be found in him and all 
things to be reconciled through him and 
for him, everything in heaven and every-
thing on earth, when he made peace by 
his death on the cross. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 11:9,10 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom 
of David our Father; blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 23:35-43 
'Today you will be with me in paradise' 

The people stayed there before the cross 
watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they 
jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they 
said ‘let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The 
soldiers mocked him too, and when 
they approached to offer vinegar they 
said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, 
save yourself.’ Above him there was an 
inscription: ‘This is the King of the 
Jews.’ One of the criminals hanging 
there abused him. ‘Are you not the 
Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as 
well.’ But the other spoke up and re-
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buked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You 
got the same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved 
it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has done 
nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said ‘remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied 
‘today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

 
Sadly, there have always been those who scoff at others or 
make fun of them, generally because they themselves feel 
threatened in some way. Those who suffer such bullying be-
haviour often feel powerless and demeaned. There may be 
some comfort for such people in today’s gospel. We find 
here a serious case of bullying and two dignified responses 
that undermine the destructive power of those who taunt or 
deride. The first response is that of Jesus who refuses to re-
taliate when the soldiers mock him or when another convict-
ed criminal (“one of the criminals hanging there”) derides 
him. Another dignified response comes from “the other” 
criminal. This man has the insight to recognise that Jesus is 
innocent. He also has the courage to challenge the injustice 
of what is going on around him. Having offered his chal-
lenge, he then turns to Jesus and addresses him by name: 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kin-dom.” 
His request reveals his faith in Jesus as the human face of 
God. It also reveals his knowledge of Jesus’ mission, first an-
nounced in Galilee: “I must proclaim the good news of the 
kin-dom of God ….” Jesus points to God and God’s reign 
or empire. Jesus’ criminal companion points to the reign or 
empire of Jesus. The reign of God and the reign of Jesus are 
one and the same. In turning to Jesus and putting his request, 
this criminal becomes a disciple and receives the assurance of 
a share in Jesus’ life with God: “Today you will be with me...” 
“Jesus, remember me” is a fitting prayer in the face of all life’s 
struggles. It is a prayer for mercy. Next time we sing these 
words or pray them in our hearts, we might spare a thought 
for the one who first uttered them, a convicted Jewish crimi-
nal who had the courage to rise above his own suffering and 
to challenge the unjust oppression of an innocent neighbour. 
Like Jesus, this criminal was and continues to be an instru-
ment of God’s reign. His capacity to challenge the injustice 
of Jesus’ execution might be a source of inspiration for us as 
we struggle to find mercy and justice for the Earth as well as 
for the innocent ones who seek asylum in our midst only to 
find themselves subjected to the torture of exile and hope-
lessness. The title of today’s feast reminds us of the bound-
less nature of God’s rule or reign: we celebrate Christ Jesus as 
ruler of the universe, of all that is and of all that will be. As 
our understanding of the universe expands, we find our-
selves caught up in the ever creative and saving presence of a 
compassionate, merciful God. This feast might serve as a 
reminder to us to allow the peace of Christ to reign in our 
hearts even in the face of derision.   

By Sister Veronica Lawson rsm 

THE LAND OF THE TREE OF LIFE, THE 
POPE AND FREEDOM OF WORSHIP: POPE’S 

ADDRESS IN BAHRAIN 

May religious freedom be complete and not limited to freedom of wor-
ship,” said the Pontiff in his first public address in Bahrain. 

I express my deep gratitude to His Majesty for his invitation 
to visit the Kingdom of Bahrain, his warm and gracious wel-
come and his kind words. I greet you all most cordially. I 
would like to address a word of friendship and affection to 
everyone living in this country: to each believer and individu-
al and to the members of every family, which the Constitu-
tion of Bahrain defines as “the basis of society.” To all I ex-
press my joy to be in your midst. 

Here, where the waters of the sea surround the sands of the 
desert, and imposing skyscrapers rise beside traditional Ori-
ental markets, very different realities come together: ancient 
and modern converge; tradition and progress mix; and above 
all, people from various backgrounds create a distinc-
tive mosaic of life. In preparing for my visit, I learned about 
one outstanding “emblem of vitality” in this country, which 
is the “Tree of Life” (Shajarat-al-Hayat). I would like to take it 
as my inspiration for sharing a few thoughts with you.  

The tree itself is a majestic acacia that has survived for centu-
ries in a desert area with very little rainfall. It seems impossi-
ble that a tree of this age has been able to live and flourish in 
these conditions. According to many people, the secret is to 
be found in its roots, which extend for dozens of meters be-
neath the ground, drawing from subterranean deposits of 
water. 

Roots, then. The Kingdom of Bahrain is committed to re-
membering and cherishing its past, which tells of an extreme-
ly ancient land, to which thousands of years ago peoples 
came, drawn by its beauty, due especially to the abundant 
springs of fresh water that gave it the reputation of being a 
paradise. The ancient kingdom of Dilmun was thus called 
“the land of the living”. As we ascend from those vast roots - 
which spread over more than 4,500 years of uninterrupted 
human presence - we see how Bahrain’s geographical posi-
tion, the talents and commercial abilities of its people, togeth-
er with historical events, have enabled it to take shape as a 
crossroads of mutual enrichment between peoples. One 
thing stands out in the history of this land: it has always been 
a place of encounter between different peoples. 

This is in fact the life-giving water from which, today too, 
Bahrain’s roots continue to be nourished. The country’s 
greatest riches shine forth in its ethnic and cultural diversity, 
and in the peaceful co-existence and the traditional hospitality 
of its people. Diversity that is not bland, but inclusive, is the 
wealth of every truly developed country. On these islands, 
we can admire a composite, multi-ethnic and multi-religious 
society, capable of overcoming the risk of isolation. This is so 
important in our time, when the tendency to turn in exclu-
sively on ourselves and on our particular interests prevents an 
appreciation of the essential importance of the greater 
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whole. The numerous national, ethnic and religious 
groups that coexist in Bahrain testify that we can and 
must live together in our world, which in these decades 
has become a global village. Indeed, although globali-
zation has taken root, in many ways we still lack “the 
spirit of a village,” as shown by hospitality, concern for oth-
ers and a sense of fraternity. Instead, we are witnessing with 
deep concern the massive spread of indifference and mutual 
distrust, the burgeoning of rivalries and conflicts that we had 
hoped were a thing of the past, and forms of populism, ex-
tremism and imperialism that jeopardize the security of all. In 
spite of progress and so many forms of social and scientific 
achievements, the cultural disparity between various parts of 
the world is growing, and destructive attitudes of conflict are 
preferred to beneficial opportunities for fruitful encounter. 

Let us think instead of the Tree of Life, your symbol, and to 
the parched deserts of human coexistence let us bring the 
water of fraternity. May we never allow opportunities for 
encounter between civilizations, religions and cultures 
to evaporate, or the roots of our humanity to become 
desiccated and lifeless! Let us work together! Let us work 
in the service of togetherness and hope! I am here, in this 
land of the Tree of Life, as a sower of peace, in order to ex-
perience these days of encounter and to take part in a Forum 
of dialogue between East and West for the sake of peaceful 
human coexistence. I thank even now my travelling com-
panions, especially the representatives of the religions. These 
days mark a precious stage in the journey of friendship that 
has intensified in recent years with various Islamic religious 
leaders, a fraternal journey that, beneath the gaze of Heaven, 
seeks to foster peace on earth. 

In this regard, I express my appreciation for the Interna-
tional Conferences and the possibilities for encounter 
that this Kingdom organizes and promotes, stressing in 
particular the themes of respect, tolerance and religious 
freedom. These are fundamental themes, recognized by 
the country’s Constitution, which lays down that “there 
shall be no discrimination… on the basis of sex, origin, 
language, religion or creed” (Art. 18), that “freedom of 
conscience is absolute”, and that “the state guarantees 
the inviolability of worship” (Art. 22). These are, above all, 
commitments that need constantly to be put into practice, so 
that religious freedom will be complete and not limited 
to freedom of worship; that equal dignity and equal oppor-
tunities will be concretely recognized for each group and for 
every individual; that no forms of discrimination exist and 
that fundamental human rights are not violated but promot-
ed. I think in the first place of the right to life, of the need to 
guarantee that right always, including for those being pun-
ished, whose lives should not be taken. 

Let us return to the Tree of Life. In the course of time, its 
many branches of varying size have produced abundant foli-
age, thus increasing the tree’s height and breadth. In this 
country, it was the contribution made by so many individuals 

from different peoples that enabled a remarkable increase in 
productivity. This was made possible by immigration. The 
Kingdom of Bahrain vaunts one of the highest levels of im-
migration in the world: about half of the resident population 
are foreigners, working in an evident way for the develop-
ment of a country in which, despite leaving their native coun-
tries behind, they feel at home. At the same time, we must 
acknowledge that in our world unemployment levels remain 
all too high, and much labour is in fact dehumanizing. This 
does not only entail a grave risk of social instability, but con-
stitutes a threat to human dignity. For labour is not only 
necessary for earning a livelihood: it is a right, indispen-
sable for integral self-development and the shaping of a 
truly humane society. 

From this country, which is so attractive for the employment 
opportunities that it provides, I would like to call attention 
once more to the global labour crisis. Labour is as precious 
as bread; like bread, it is often lacking, and often too, it 
is a bread that is poisoned, since it enslaves.  In both 
cases, what is central are no longer men and women 
who, rather than being the sacred and inviolable end 
and goal of work, are reduced instead to a mere means 
of producing wealth. Let us guarantee that working 
conditions everywhere are safe and dignified, that they 
foster rather than hinder people’s cultural and spiritual 
growth; and that they serve to advance social cohesion, to 
the benefit of common life and the development of each 
country (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 9, 27, 60, 67). 

Bahrain can be proud of its significant contributions in this 
regard: I think, for example, of the first school for women 
established in the Gulf and the abolition of slavery. May it be 
a beacon through the region for the promotion of equal 
rights and improved conditions for workers, women and 
young people, while at the same time ensuring respect and 
concern for all those who feel most at the margins of society, 
such as immigrants and prisoners. For an authentic, humane 
and integral development is measured above all by the con-
cern shown to them. 

The Tree of Life, rising up from the desert landscape, also 
makes me think of two critical areas for everyone, but chal-
lenge above all those who, in governing, are responsible for 
serving the common good.  

First, the question of the environment. How many trees are 
cut down, how many ecosystems are devastated, how many 
seas are polluted by our insatiable human greed, which then 
comes back to bite us! Let us work tirelessly in confronting 
this dramatic emergency and enact concrete and farsighted 
decisions inspired by concern for coming generations, before 
it is too late and their future is compromised! May the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27), to take place 
in Egypt a few days from now, mark a step forward in this 
regard! 

Second, the Tree of Life, whose roots that, deep in the sub-
soil, furnish vital water to the trunk, and from the trunk to 
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Week starting 23rd November 
2022 - Group 2 - Jeff  & Jenny 
Colquhoun, Cherie Surrao, Joe 

Camilleri & Paul Scerri. 

 
The Sick 
Alfred & Pauline Storace, Manel Pan-
dithakoralege, Dominica C., Wasana 
Fernando, Marko Dorinko, Arnord 
Fernandez, Ash Dominic Marguerite, 
Rachel Piskon, Toni Antonowicz, Lin-
da Ratbone, Anna, Maria Kim, Yulette 
Tanner, Jessie Spiteri, Stella Sandle, 
Frank, Doris Carabott. 
 

Recently Passed 
Eddy Domingo, Joseph Nguyen  
 

Anniversaries 
Anthony Gatt & family, Horice Galea 
& family, Charlie Attard & family, 
Zammit family, Charlie Grech, 
Schembri family, Bruce Mc.Lean, Jo-
seph & Franc Xiberras, Angelo Cas-
sar, Mary Camilleri, Richard Curmi, 
Iro & Jessie Vella, Angela Chircop, 
Peter Disco, Wayne Camilleri, Bartolo 
family, Brincat & Galea family, Maria 
Vu Thi Yeu Thuong, Vincent Duong 
Kham Su, Michael Alphonsus Schiller, 
Peter Do Van Tri, Inne Maria Le Thi 
Bien, Mollie Rise (Marie), Raymond 
Abela and All Souls  

 
Holy Eucharist Parish is 
committed to the safety, 

wellbeing and dignity of  all 
children, young  people and 

vulnerable adults. 

 
 Holy Eucharist parish respectful-
ly acknowledges the Wurundjeri 
people as the traditional custodi-
ans of  the land on which we re-

side and worship. 

 
Who will work for Jesus, the King of 
Peace, Hope and Honour, the King of 
Love, Truth and Justice? Who is dedicat-
ed and enthusiastic enough to proclaim 
his Good News? It must be YOU! 

All information used in accordance with 
the terms of our privacy policy. 

 
Tues 9:00 AM, 22-11-22 
Reader                Xuan Duong 
Eucharistic Min. Monica Lomen 
Wed 9:00 AM, 23-11-22   
Reader              Volunteer 
Eucharistic Min. Volunteer  

Thur 9:00 AM, 24-11-22  
Readers       HEP School  
Eucharistic Min. HEP School 
Fri: 9:00 AM, 25-11-22  

Reader:      Helen Maddela 
Eucharistic Min. Catherine Bartolo 
Sat 6.00 PM, 26-11-22  
Lit. Coordinator:   Charlie Pace 
Commentator:     Alaistair Surrao 
Readers:  Christina Afano 
   Francois Ierome 
Eucharistic Min. Violeta Montoro 
   Wendy Forbes-Perera 
   Reno Attard 
Sun 9.00 AM, 27-11-22 
Lit. Coordinator: Monica Lomen 
Commentator Mini Eddy 
Readers:   Shirley Krizmanic 
   Paul Fatai 
Eucharistic Min: Wilma Marmur 
           Mini Eddy  
   Monica Lomen 
Sun 10:30AM, 27-11-22  
Lit. Coordinator: Cristina Pedroso 
Commentator: Rita Martin 
Reader:   Joh Cablao 
   Jinky Monteros 
Eucharistic Min. Cristina Peroso 
       Br. Noel Debono 
   Br. Anthony Gatt 
Sun 6.00PM, 27-11-22  
Lit. Coordinator Larnie Mendoza 
Commentator HE Youth 
Reader       HE Youth 
   HE Youth 
Eucharistic Min. Lani Laririt 
   Larnie Mendoza  
   Rod Lalunio 

 
Saturday 26th November 2022 

 6pm –  St Francis Choir  

 Sunday 27th November 2022 

 9am - Charlie Schembri 

 10.30am - Fernandez Family 

 6pm - Parish Youth Choir 

the branches and then the leaves that 
give oxygen to creatures, makes me 
think of our human vocation, the voca-
tion of each man and woman on earth, 
to make life flourish. Yet today we in-
creasingly witness lethal actions and 
threats. I think especially of the mon-
strous and senseless reality of war, which 
everywhere sows destruction and crush-
es hope. War brings out the worst in 
man: selfishness, violence and dishones-
ty. For war, every war, brings in its wake 
the death of truth. Let us reject the logic 
of weapons and change course, diverting 
enormous military expenditures to in-
vestments in combating hunger and the 
lack of healthcare and education. I grieve 
deeply for all these situations of conflict. 
Surveying the Arab Peninsula, whose 
countries I greet with sincere respect, my 
thoughts turn in a particular and heart-
felt way to Yemen, torn by a forgotten 
war that, like every war, issues not in vic-
tory but only in bitter defeat for every-
one. I especially keep in my prayers the 
civilians, the children, the elderly and the 
sick. And I beg: Let there be an end to 
the clash of weapons! Let there be an 
end to the clash of weapons! Let there 
be an end to the clash of weapons! Let 
us be committed, everywhere and con-
cretely, to building peace! 
The Kingdom of Bahrain Declara-
tion acknowledges in this regard that, 
“religious faith is a blessing to all man-
kind and the foundation for peace in the 
world”. I am here today as a believer, as 
a Christian, as a man and as a pilgrim of 
peace, because today, more than ever, 
we are called, everywhere, to commit 
ourselves seriously to peace-making. 
Your Majesty, Your Royal Highnesses, 
distinguished authorities and friends, I 
thus make my own and share with you, 
as my hope and prayer for these greatly-
desired days of my visit in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, a fine passage of the same 
Declaration. It reads: “We commit to 
working for a world where people of 
sincere belief join together to reject that 
which divides us and concentrate instead 
on celebrating and expanding on that 
which unites us.” So may it be, with the 
b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  M o s t 
High! Shukran!  [Thank you!] 

By ZENIT News 

SAFETY FOR ALL 

LET US PRAY FOR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

VOCATION VIEW 

READERS/COMMENTATOR/
COORDINATOR/EUCHARISTIC 

MIN ISTERS 

CHOIR GROUPS  

CLEANING ROSTER 


