
 

HOLY EUCHARIST PARISH 
1A Oleander Drive, St Albans South 3021 

Office Hours: Tues - Fri: 9:00am - 3.30pm 
Phone: 9366 1310, Fax: 9366 9359 
Email:  stalbanssouth@cam.org.au 

Website:  www.holyeuchariststalbans.org 

REDEMPTORIST COMMUNITY 

Acting Mission Leader  
Fr Vinsensius (Lovin) Lolo CSsR 

Parish Priest  
Fr Vincent Long Pham CSsR  

Assisting Priests 
Fr Joseph Hieu Xuan Nguyen CSsR 
Fr Oche Matutina CSsR 
Fr Patrick Corbett CSsR    
 
 

Parish Secretary 
Mary-Lucy Atonio PH: 9366 1310 
 

Parish School Principal  
Michael Bonnici PH: 8312 0900 
 

Filipino Chaplain 
Fr Joselito Asis 
 

South Sudanese Chaplain 
Deacon George B.P.Meat 

 
 Tues-Fri:    9:00am 
 Saturday:    6:00pm            
        7.30pm Vietnamese 
 Sunday:      9:00am,10:30am,   

                6:00pm  
                       12:00pm Vietnamese    
Other Masses 
 1st & 2nd Sun. Sudanese Mass 3pm 
 3rd Sun Samoan Mass - 2.00pm 
 4th Sun Filipino Mass - 3.00pm 
 

SOCIAL OFFICE 
Contact: Son Nguyen & Tammy Le 
Phone 9366 1310 
Tuesday & Friday 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 

FOODBANK open Fridays 
10.30am until 2.00pm. More de-
tails call Charlie 03 9366 1310.  
 

RCIA: Please contact Br. Anthony 
Gatt on 0419 115 692 or call the Par-

ish Office for more details.  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Preca Centre, 29 Rosslare Parade, St 
Albans – Ph: 9356 0734  

between 7-8pm  
Email: precastalbans@tpg.com.au  

www.precacommunity.org  

MASS TIMES 

BAPTISM– DECEMBER 
Congratulations to: Jade 
Ada-Rose Marley, 
Kaiden Stephen Dennis, 
Annabelle Joanne Den-
nis, Paul Aiden Phi Le, 
Joseph Felix Trinh and 
Isabella Wong who were baptized in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. You are  
welcome to be a part of our com-
munity faith. 
 

UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS  
 Thanksgiving Mass - 16 Dec.  

2022 at 6.30pm followed by 
Christmas Carols and Refresh-
ments. All are Welcome 

Advent & Christmas  
 Reconciliation –  2nd Rite  

 English - Wednesdays 14 & 21     
December 2022 at 7.00pm 

 Vietnamese -  Thursdays 15 & 22 
December 2022 at 7.00pm 

 Christmas Eve – Saturday 24  
December 2022  
 English at 6pm NO midnight 

Mass 
 Vietnamese at 7.30pm 

 Christmas Day – Sunday 25 Dec. 
 English at 9am, 10.30am & 6pm 
 Vietnamese at 12.00pm 
 Filipino at 3pm 

 Dawn Masses  
 16th – 24th December 5.00am  

Please note All Weekend Masses 
at normal times during the Christ-

mas week. Thank you 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a 
scion thrusts from his roots: on him the 
spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom 
and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 

the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his 
breath.) He does not judge by appearanc-
es, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but 
judges the wretched with integrity, and 
with equity gives a verdict for the poor of 
the land. His word is a rod that strikes the 
ruthless, his sentences bring death to the 
wicked. Integrity is the loincloth round his 
waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther 
lies down with the kid, calf and lion feed 
together, with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, their 
young lie down together. The lion eats 
straw like the ox. The infant plays over 
the cobra’s hole; into the viper’s lair the 
young child puts his hand. They do no 
hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell 
the sea. That day, the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be 
sought out by the nations and its home 
will be glorious. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps.71(72):1-
2,7-8,12-13,17 
Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever. 

May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
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Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever. 
 

Second reading Romans 15:4-9 
Christ is the saviour of all men 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was 
meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 
scripture gives of how people who did not give up were helped 
by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, 
help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the exam-
ple of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may 
give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in 
the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that 
God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patri-
archs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his 
mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you 
among the pagans and sing to your name. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all 
people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
The one who follows me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the 
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wil-
derness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan 
district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by 
him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he 
saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism 
he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from 
the retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, pro-
duce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell your-
selves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, 
God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even 
now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one 
who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit 
to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing
-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will 
burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 

 
Desertification of earth is becoming the norm in these troubled 
times of ours and wilderness or desert features powerfully in 
today’s gospel reading. The desert is the biblical place of en-
counter with God, the place of beginnings and of testing. The 

voice of John the Baptizer is heard in the Judean desert. His 
food and clothing are desert-derived. John is identified as the 
one of whom Isaiah spoke, the voice crying out in the wilder-
ness, “Prepare the way….” Ecologically, the Isaian image is 
confronting: preparing the way involves major earthworks that 
reconfigure the landscape, levelling the mountains and filling 
the valleys to create straight paths. Yet the way is never straight 
and the metaphor must not be literalised. John knows this. The 
preparation he calls for is ongoing metanoia or reevaluating: 
keep on turning your lives around, keep on expanding your 
horizons, for the kin-dom of the heavens is “close at hand”. 
The kin-dom is both present and yet still approaching: the verb 
used here, ēngiken, allows for this ambiguity. The first reading 
from Isaiah (11:1-10) provides content to the notion of kindom 
or basileia: John is announcing the advent of God’s long await-
ed empire of justice and right relationship. He offers a baptism 
of repentance (metanoia). In other words, John’s baptism pre-
supposes a commitment to a renewed way of life. His ministry 
is hugely effective. It attracts “people of Jerusalem, all Judea and 
the region along the Jordan River.” The arrival of two groups 
of religious authorities prompts a fierce response: “you brood 
of vipers”. John has no patience with those who use their privi-
leged positions to seek their own advantage. He challenges 
them with the striking image of the “more powerful one who 
will baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire” and will sort out those 
who refuse to turn their lives around (the chaff) from those 
who listen to the call for metanoia (the wheat). The latter are 
“gathered in” while the former are burned “in a fire that never 
goes out”. Fire is a multi-faceted image in the biblical record. 
Here it is used metaphorically for the judgment on the wicked. 
Fire, as we well know in this dry land, is a challenging symbol: it 
is both friend and foe. In the first-century Manual of Discipline 
from the Qumran community by the Dead Sea, water, refining 
by fire, and “a holy Spirit” are listed together as the instruments 
of God’s saving and purifying action. John, who may have 
been a member of the Qumran community, presents his own 
role as preparatory to that of Jesus, the Spirit-filled, powerful 
and enduring agent of God’s refining and purifying work in the 
world. We recognise our own ongoing need for a “baptism” 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. We prepare the way by constantly 
expanding our vision and turning our lives around in the direc-
tion of God’s reign of compassionate care.   

By Sister Veronica Lawson rsm 
 

THE BEAUTIFUL MEANING AND PURPOSE 
OF ADVENT 

The Advent season is a four week period before Christmas that 
celebrates the anticipation and coming of Jesus Christ, the Mes-
siah. The origin of "advent" is from the Latin word adventus  
which simply translates "coming" or "arrival". Not only is the 
Christian meaning for preparation and celebration of the com-
ing of Jesus Christ, his birth at Christmas, but also to celebrate 
the new life when someone accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior, 
and lastly, the anticipation of Jesus returning again.  
There are beautiful and rich traditions behind the celebration of 
Advent. Let's take a deeper look at the focus and themes of 

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL 



each week of Advent and some of the traditions celebrated 
around the world during the Advent season. May you find time 
to slow down this Christmas season, say "no" to the things that 
distract you from Jesus and say "yes" to the gift that God wants 
you to experience. 
The History and Origin of Advent 
No one really knows when Advent first began. However, in 
the late 400s, St. Gregory of Tours wrote in the History of the 
Franks that St. Perpetuus decreed a three-week fast from the 
time of the feast of St. Martin until Chrismas. Whether this was 
a new custom being instated or an existing observance being 
enforced. In 567 at the second Council of Yours, monks began 
to practice fasting on the first of December through Christmas 
day. 

While many Greek Orthodox and Eastern Catholics still ob-
serve a 40 day fast, that begins November 15th, Western Chris-
tianity, specifically the Roman Catholic Church, began to ob-
serve the season of Advent from the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas through Christmas Eve. Today, many Protestant 
sects of Christianity have begun to incorporate Advent tradi-
tions into their Sunday services. Anglicans, Lutherans, Presby-
terians, Methodists, and other denominations have begun to 
observe the traditional Advent customs.  

The Four Weeks of Advent 

The four Sundays of Advent each have a specific theme or fo-
cus. The purpose of each theme is to spend time reflecting on 
the true meaning of the season - the life of Jesus Christ. The 
goal should be to come before God with a sincere heart and to 
worship Jesus Christ. To help the observation of these weeks, 
many churches led their congregation through Advent Read-
ings. This tradition includes the reading of Scriptures that reflect 
the theme of each week. Whether in a traditional church or at 
home with your family, these Bible verses are a great way to 
reflect on the promise of the Messiah both yesterday, today, 
and tomorrow. 

First Sunday of Advent Week 1: Hope (or promise) 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7: “The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness, a light 
has dawned...For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there 
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and right-
eousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” 

Second Sunday of Advent Week 2: Preparation (or waiting or 
prophecy) 

Isaiah 40:3-5: “A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged 
places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and 
all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.’” 

Third Sunday of Advent Week 3: Joy (or peace) 

Matthew 2:10-11, “When they saw the star, they were over-
joyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Week 4: Love (or adoration) 
John 3:16-19, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is 
the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.” 
Advent Wreath and Candles 
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lu-
theran minister working at a mission for children created a 
wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red 
candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red 
candles were lit on weekdays and the four white candles were lit 
on Sundays. 
Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, 
symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter and death as 
the evergreen is continuously green. The circle reminds us of 
God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes possible. 
Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbol-
izing and reminding us that Jesus came as Light into our dark 
world. The candles are often set in a circular Advent wreath. In 
Scandinavia, Lutheran churches light a candle each day of De-
cember; by Christmas, they have twenty-four candles burning. 
Another Advent candle option is a single candle with twenty-
four marks on the side--the candle is lit each day and allowed to 
melt down to the next day’s mark. 
The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves 
four candles around the wreath. A new candle is lit on each of 
the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents 
something different, although traditions vary. Often, the first, 
second, and fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-
colored. Sometimes all the candles are red; in other traditions, 
all four candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white 
candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christ-
mas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

The advent candles correspond to the themes of each week of 
advent. Families and church congregations begin lighting a can-
dle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and they light an-
other candle each subsequent Sunday. 

The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s 
Candle." The prophets of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, 
waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. 

The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s 
Candle." Micah had foretold that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 

The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s 
Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced 
that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. 
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Week starting 7 December 2022 - 
Group 4 - Otilia & Tufuga Family. 

 
The Sick 
Pam Norris, Alfred & Pauline Storace, 
Manel Pandithakoralege, Dominica C., 
Wasana Fernando, Marko Dorinko, Ar-
nord Fernandez, Ash Dominic Margue-
rite, Rachel Piskon, Toni Antonowicz, 
Linda Ratbone, Anna, Maria Kim, 
Yulette Tanner, Jessie Spiteri, Stella San-
dle, Frank, Doris Carabott. 

Recently Passed 
Peter Ranasinghe & HK Sirisena  
Anniversaries 
Josip Listar, Marija Resovac, Katica 
Dupkovic, Jan & Elizabeth Danicek, Ma-
ria Lojdova, Jan Vala, Mary Ellawala, 
Emille Ranasinghe, Joseph Formosa, Jo-
seph & Franc Xiberras, Angelo Cassar, 
Mac-co Ngo Van Thinh, Lucia Huynh 
Thi Kim Hue, Phero Ngo Minh Truong, 
Maria Huynh Thi Thanh Kieu, Phero Le 
Nghia, Matta Le Thi Linh, Phero Le 
Quang Tuan, Theresa Nguyen Ngoc 
Giang Thu, Dominico Le Ngoc Son, 
Mary Camilleri, Richard Curmi, Iro & 
Jessie Vella, Angela Chircop, Peter Disco, 
Wayne Camilleri, Bartolo family, Brincat 
& Galea family, Maria Vu Thi Yeu Thu-
ong, Vincent Duong Kham Su, Michael 
Alphonsus Schiller, Peter Do Van Tri, 
Inne Maria Le Thi Bien, Mollie Rise 
(Marie), Raymond Abela and All Souls  

 
Holy Eucharist Parish is 
committed to the safety, 

wellbeing and dignity of  all 
children, young  people and 

vulnerable adults. 

 
 Holy Eucharist parish respectful-
ly acknowledges the Wurundjeri 
people as the traditional custodi-
ans of  the land on which we re-

side and worship. 

 
 Isaiah says: “The earth shall be 
filled with knowledge of the Lord.” 
Who taught you knowledge of the 
Lord, and who are you teaching to-
day?  

All information used in accordance with 
the terms of our privacy policy. 

 
Tues 9:00 AM, 6-12-22 
Reader                Xuan Duong 
Eucharistic Min. Monica Lomen 
Wed 9:00 AM, 7-12-22   
Reader              Volunteer 
Eucharistic Min. Volunteer  

Thur 9:00 AM, 8-12-22  
Readers       HEP School  
Eucharistic Min. HEP School 
Fri: 9:00 AM, 9-12-22  

Reader:      Helen Maddela 
Eucharistic Min. Catherine Bartolo 
Sat 6.00 PM, 10-12-22  
Lit. Coordinator:  Charlie Pace 
Commentator:     Anthony Naidu 
Readers:  Miriam Vella 
   Wendy Forbes-Perera 
Eucharistic Min. Violetta Montoro 
   Alaistair Surrao 
   Reno Attard 
Sun 9.00 AM, 11-12-22 
Lit. Coordinator: Monica Lomen 
Commentator Wilma Marmur 
Readers:   Mini Eddy 
   Helen Maddela 
Eucharistic Min: Shirley Krizmanic 
           Wilma Marmur 
   Monica Lomen 
Sun 10:30AM, 11-12-22  
Lit. Coordinator: Cristina Pedroso 
Commentator: Rita Martin 
Reader:   St Francis choir 
   St Francis choir 
Eucharistic Min. Rita Martin 
       Saua Tufuga 
   Br. Noel 
Sun 6.00PM, 11-12-22  
Lit. Coordinator Lani Laririt 
Commentator Rod Lalunio 
Reader       Xuan Duong 
   Larnie Mendoza 
Eucharistic Min. Lani Laririt 
   Xuan Duong  
   Rod Lalunio 

 
Saturday 10th December 2022 

 6pm –  Samoan Choir  

 Sunday 11th December 2022 

 9am - Charlie Schembri 

 10.30am - St Francis Choir 

 6pm - Volunteer Choir 

In liturgy, the color rose signifies joy. 

The fourth candle represents peace and 
is called the "Angel’s Candle." The an-
gels announced that Jesus came to bring 
peace--He came to bring people close to 
God and to each other again. 

The (optional )  fifth can-
dle represents light and purity and is 
called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in the 
middle and is lit on Christmas Day. 

Compiled & Edited by Cross-
walk Editorial Staff 

 
GRADE 6 GRADUATION 

The Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony will 
take place in the church, on Wednesday 
7th December 2022, at 6pm. The 
Graduation Ceremony will begin with 
Mass followed by presentations. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity for parents, 
guardians and families to join with the 
Holy Eucharist teachers and staff to cel-
ebrate the students’ wonderful achieve-
ments. More information will be sent to 
families in the coming weeks. 
 

END OF YEAR SCHOOL PIC-
NIC AND CAROLS 

Due to the building works and the 
inclement weather, we have decided 
to cancel the outdoor concert and 
picnic. However, we will still pro-
ceed with our concert which will 
now be held during the day on 
Wednesday 14th December 2022. 
We are engaging the services of a 
professional photographer to film 
the concert and make it available 
for families to view at home. The 
students will perform their item 
with their classes and the entire 
class will be filmed at the same 
time. The rest of the school will be 
in the audience. In view of the re-
stricted capacity of the hall, a lim-
ited number of parents will be able 
to attend the performance. Due to 
Occupational Health and Safety 
reasons, the number of parents 
who can attend is limited to 100. 
Parents will need to register their 
names at the school office. Regis-
tration will close once the maxi-
mum capacity (100 adults) has been 
obtained. 

SAFETY FOR ALL 

LET US PRAY FOR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

VOCATION VIEW 

READERS/COMMENTATOR/
COORDINATOR/EUCHARISTIC 

MIN ISTERS 

CHOIR GROUPS  

CLEANING ROSTER 

SCHOOL NEWS 


