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MAsS TIMES

9:00am

5:00pm

6.30pm Vietnamese

¢ Tues-Fri:
¢ Saturday:

¢ Sunday:  8:45am, 10:00am,
6:00pm
12:00pm Vietnamese
Other Masses

o 15t & 20d Sun. Sudanese Mass 3pm
e 3t Sun Samoan Mass - 2.00pm
e 4t Sun Filipino Mass - 3.00pm

BAPTISM — JUNE
Congratulations
Schembri,
Peter Daniel \
Nguyen, -
Martha Emily
Hoang Le &
were baptized in the name
of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
You are welcome to be a
part of our community

to: Isaac
Gioan Hai Duy Le who
faith.

SR EoN 2
-/ >/

THE LIVING WORD

First Reading: Exodus 34:4-6,8-9

'Lord, Lord, a God of tenderness

and compassion’
With the two tablets of stone in
his hands, Moses went up the
mountain of Sinai in the eatly
morning as the Lord had com-
manded him. And the Lord de-
scended in the form of a cloud,
and Moses stood with him there.
He called on the name of the
Lord. The Lord passed before
him and proclaimed, ‘Lord, Lord,
a God of tenderness and compas-
sion, slow to anger, rich in kind-
ness and faithfulness.” And Moses
bowed down to the ground at
once and worshipped. ‘If I have
indeed won your favour, Lord,” he
said ‘let my Lord come with us, I
beg. True, they are a headstrong
people, but forgive us our faults
and our sins, and adopt us as your
heritage.’

Responsorial Psalm: Daniel

3:52-56
Glory and praise for ever!
You are blest, Lord God of

our fathers.
Glory and praise for ever!
Blest your glorious holy name.
Glory and praise for ever!
You are blest in the temple of
your glory.
Glory and praise for ever!

You are blest on the throne of
your kingdom.

Glory and praise for ever!

You are blest who gaze into

the depths.

Glory and praise for ever!

You are blest in the firmament
of heaven.

Glory and praise for ever!

Second Reading 2 Corinthians
13:11-13
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

Brothers, we wish you happiness;
try to grow perfect; help one an-
other. Be united; live in peace,
and the God of love and peace
will be with you. Greet one an-
other with the holy kiss. All the
saints send you greetings. The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluial

Glory to the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit: to God who is,
who was, and who is to come.

Alleluial

Gospel John 3:16-18

God sent his Son so that through him

the world might be saved
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘God
loved the world so much that he
gave his only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him may not
be lost but may have eternal life.
For God sent his Son into the
world not to condemn the world,
but so that through him the world
might be saved. No one who be-
lieves in him will be condemned,;
but whoever refuses to believe is
condemned already, because he
has refused to believe in the name
of God’s only Son.
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REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL

“In the beginning is not the solitude of a One, of an
eternal Being, alone and infinite. Rather, in the begin-
ning is the communion of the three Unique
Ones” (Brazilian theologian Leonardo Boff). Trinity
Sunday is the day that we set aside to celebrate who
God is in Godself and who God is in relation to every-
thing that exists. We celebrate the nearness of the Tri-
une God who draws us as participants into the mystery
of life, of communion, of love and of salvation.

Today’s gospel passage forms part of Jesus’ dialogue
with a Pharisee called Nicodemus whom Jesus leads
from a basic and faitly literal understanding to new un-
derstandings of what it means to be in relationship with
God. The need to be “born of the Spirit” is part of the
conversation that forms the context for this gospel
reading. God is not a distant God, but rather a
God of communion, and a God in communion with
the world: “God so loved the wotld....” John uses the
term “world” in today’s gospel to refer to humanity in
need of salvation. Jesus, “God’s child”, is the one
through whom the world is saved.

Trinitarian language pervades John’s gospel and is pre-
sent elsewhere in the Christian scriptures, almost cer-
tainly reflecting the incipient belief of the earliest com-
munities that God is one, as Jewish faith asserts, and at
the same time three-in-one. This belief was to develop
over the subsequent centuries into the doctrine of the
Trinity which is at the very heart of Christian faith.

Perichoresis, a Greek term suggestive of both permea-
tion and diversity in unity, is one of the earliest and
probably one of the most striking metaphors used to
explain this Trinitarian life of God. The life that is in
God is three and yet one in a totally harmonious union
of love. Another early metaphorical explanation was
of three unified suns, with their three lights mingled
into one light. No one image can capture the mystery
of God’s dynamic Trinitarian existence. Every image
falls short in some respect. Since God is neither male
nor female, it is important to remember that the tradi-
tional male language of Father, Son and Spirit is one
way of imaging the Trinity and is not to be absolutized
or taken as a literal description of God who is three in
one.

Trinitarian love casts out hatred and enmity and wan-
ton destruction. It calls us to live in harmony with one
another and with the whole of the Earth community. It
calls us to examine our tendency to privilege those who
look and act like us and who see the wotld as we do. It
calls us to hear the plea of Pope Francis to “enlarge the
space of our tents” (Isa 54:2) and walk together in faith
and hope and love as we prepare for the October ses-
sion of the Synod on Synodality.

By Sister Veronica Lawson rsm

Even in the best of life’s seasons, we all go through storms.
Everyone expetiences trials, tribulations, and on occasion, cata-
strophic physical storms.

No one is exempt from storms: neither great nor small, rich
nor poor. Not the educated and famous, and not the uneducat-
ed and obscure. Not the sinner and not even the saint! As Jesus
said,

“Dhese things 1 have spoken o you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33).

Translation: no one is exempt from storms! At any given mo-
ment, we are either headed into a storm, going through a
storm, or coming out of a storm.

Storms happen for various reasons. Some examples are:

Satanic storms — Storms which happen simply because we have
an enemy who desites to kill, steal and destroy.

Sudden storms — Storms which happen because we live in a
fallen world affected by sin, and storms just erupt with no
rthyme or reason.

Self storms — Storms which happen because of bad decisions
we make. They’re DIY storms, if you will.

Storms by association — Storms that we face, not because of a
bad decision we have made, but because of a bad decision
made by someone else. Specifically, it's made by a person
whose life is inseparably intertwined with ours, and whose poor
choices bring a storm into our lives.

Sovereign storms — Storms that God allows into our lives.
These are not sent to harm us (that is, they are not tragedy or
sickness), but rather these storms test the strength of our char-
acter and faith. They are used to help us mature in Christ. We
often encounter these storms when we are being stubborm,
prideful, or refuse to submit to God’s will for our lives.

But let’s be honest. Regardless of its source, when you’re in a
storm, what’s most important is not the cause of the storm —
it’s how to survive it!

Paul’s Storm Story

Even spiritual giants face storms. Just look at how many storms
the Apostle Paul faced during his life and ministry. This is the
same Paul who wrote two-thirds of the New Testament. This
is the man who was caught up to the third heaven, where God
shared with him spiritual truths that were so deep, he couldn’t
even repeat them. And if this spiritual giant — a hero of the faith
— faced storms, so will you and L.

Acts 27 records the infamous storm and shipwreck that the
enemy sent to steal Paul’s destiny. It hit as Paul was travelling as
a ptisoner on a Roman ship, headed to face trial in the city of
Rome, before Caesar himself. This journey was the fulfilment
of a promise of God to Paul, made decades eatlier, that Paul
would preach the message of Christ before kings and rulers.

It was a preacher’s dream — to have the opportunity to bring a
wortld leader to Christ. If you can influence a leader to come to
Chiist, then you will affect everything that is under that leadet’s
influence for Christ as well. And it was not just any leader
Paul was going to face, but the head of the pagan Ro-



man Empire.

So Paul must have been excited as he boarded this ship headed
for Rome and what may be the most important appointment
he would ever have.

But in life, things don’t always turn out the way we think or
plan. There are often bumps in the road, twists and turns, and
unexpected events. The ship set off and initially everything ap-
peared fairly normal. Then suddenly, a catastrophic storm en-
gulfed the ship (Acts 27:14).

Make an Alliance with God

As the storm got progressively more severe, the crew tried to
outrun it. The ship and cargo suffered a lot of damage, loss, and
eventually the crew gave up all hope. But because Paul had
made an alliance with God, He sent a message to Paul with the
directions the men needed to survive the storm.

Paul knew that God is an ally that we simply can’t do without in
facing our storms, because our victory comes from Him! In-
deed, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”” (Romans 8:31).
It does not matter what the storm looks like, what type of
storm it is, or whete it came from. When we make an alliance
with God, we will sutvive the storm.

Don’t Break the Alliance

This winter storm, The Northeaster, was known by all sailors at
that time. It was a regular event in that area which was deadly to
any ship caught by it. The sailors, guards and prisoners must
have been filled with fear and dread.

For fourteen days everyone was throwing cargo overboard,
bailing water and fighting to stay upright and alive. And yet,
nothing they did seemed to help them get through this storm.
So often when we put our faith in God and make an alliance in
the midst of a storm, if things don’t change quickly, our tenden-
cy is to break the alliance and try doing it our way. We think:

- God, I gave you a chance, but You didn’t come through.

- God, I put my trustin You, but things are not working out.

- God, things have not gotten better. . .they have gotten worse!
Even Paul must have been thinking, God, do something!
However, nothing changed. Day after day, the storm raged
stronger and the temptation to break the alliance set in.

Then God showed up strong on behalf of Paul:

“After the nren had gone a long tine without food, Paul stood up before
them and said: Nen, you should have taken mzy advice not to sail from
Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss. But
now 1 urge you to keep up your conrage, becanse not one of you will be lost;
only the ship will be destroyed. Last night an angel of the God whose I anm
and whom 1 serve stood beside me and said, "Do not be afraid, Paul. Y ou
st stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lves
of all who sail with you." So keep up your conrage, men, for I have faith in
God that it will happen just as he told me” (Acts 27:21-20).

Rest in God’s Word

God had spoken: Paul was destined to preach before kings and
rulers. It was his mission from God to preach the Gospel to
Caesar, and this storm would not be the end of them. Paul rest-
ed in God’s word.

- What God says is Truth. His promises are “yes” and “amen.”
His promises are backed by the blood of Jesus Christ.

- The Word of God is food for the battered soul, and strength

for the weak. It’s what starves doubt and feeds faith.

- It’s the anchor that holds us tightly in the midst of life’s most
powerful storms.

- It’s what empowers us to stare storms in the eye and say, I will
live and not die, and declare the glory of God!

We also must immerse ourselves in the living, abiding and
storm-altering Word of Almighty God. That’s exactly what
Paul did — he got a word from God, and it turned all fear into
faith.

A word from God will keep your ship upright, even if you have
to fight hurricane winds coming against you, or you run
aground into a sandbar. Even if your ship snaps in half, it gives
you something to hold onto as you swim to safety!

It’s true for every type of storm, too. Marital storms? Hold on!
What God has joined together let no man put asunder. A fi-
nancial storm? Hold on! He will open up the floodgates of
heaven and pour you out a blessing. A physical storm? By His
stripes you were healed. An emotional storm? He will keep in
perfect peace those whose mind is stayed on the Lord. A life-
threatening storm? With long life He will satisfy you and show
you His salvation.

When you've done all you know to do, rest in God’s word,
hold on fast, and keep swimming]

God Turns Delays into Divine Appointments

Delays caused by storms are not the same as denials. Paul had a
word from God, so he knew this delay would ultimately bring
God glory. Paul and the others all made it safely to shore where

they met people of the island, and God turned the storm delay
into a divine appointment.

“There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of
the island. He welconsed us to his home and for three days entertained ns
hospitably. His father was sick. in bed, suffering from fever and dysenter).

Paul went in to see hin and, after prayer, placed his hands on hint and
healed hine. When this bad happened, the rest of the sick on the island
came and were cured” (Acts 28:7-9).

Paul was supposed to be in Rome preaching to Caesar. Instead,

he went through a hurticane, a shipwreck, a poisonous snake

bite and started a revivall

He could have interpreted that storm delay as a denial from
God. Instead, Paul held fast to his alliance with God, knowing
that he had a word, and God loves turning delays into divine
appointments.

No matter the soutce of the storm, God wants to do some-

thing divine in the middle of it. He may grow you and deepen
your spititual roots, or use you to bring the life-saving message
of Jesus to someone who would never have heard it otherwise.

Or He may want to bring out some gifts in you that you didn’t
even know existed.

Whatever it is, stop looking at storms as setbacks. Keep your
alliance with Him strong, so He can turn that delay into a divine
appointment.

Realize God’s Favor Never Fails

What is favor?

Webster’s dictionary defines favor as: “Friendly or kind regard;
good will; approval; liking; unfair partiality; favoritism; attractive-
ness; to prefer; to help; to assist; to do a kindness for; to en-




dorse.”
It goes on to say that to be favored
means: “To be regarded or treated
with favor; provided with ad-
vantages; to be especially privi-
leged.”
God’s favor is a promise you can
take to the bank, especially when
you’ve been faithful in the midst of
life’s storms.
When Paul and the others made it
to shore of an island, God didn’t
just set him up in a grass hut; they
landed on the grounds of a public
official’s estate. They were treated
extraordinarily well, with great hos-
pitality. All their needs were provid-
ed for as they prepared to continue
on their journey.
“They honored us in many ways
and when we were ready to sail,
they furnished us with the supplies
we needed” (Acts 28:10).
In the original language, “honored”
means...they gave us a huge offer-
ing!
And God also supplied Paul a large,
luxurious ship to finish the journey
to Rome, and a private house to
stay in for two years while waiting
for his trial date.
It’s the kind of favor that may make
others jealous. But they only see the
end of the storm story. They don’t
know what Paul had to go through
to get to the other side. They don’t
know that God’s favor had been
lavished upon him as a reward for
his faithfulness and trust during the
chaos of the storm. And they don’t
know God’s favor never fails.
So don’t quit on God in the face of
your storm! Rest on His word to
you, recognize that storm delays
create divine appointments, and
trust Him, because His favor never
fails. When you do, your alliance
with God will cause you to survive
and thrive in the midst of each and
every storm!

By Frank Santora

CLEANING ROSTER

Week starting 7 June 2023
Group 10 - Ed & Joh Cablao &
Family, Jinky Monteros & Family

READERS/COMMENTATOR/
COORDINATOR/EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

Tues 9:00 AM, 06-06-23

Reader Xuan Duong
Eucharistic Min. Monica Lomen
Wed 9:00 AM, 07-06-23

Reader Carmen Camilleri

Fucharistic Min. Carmen Camilleri
Thurs 9:00 AM, 08-06-23

Reader: Tammy Pham
Eucharistic Shirley Krizmanic
Fri 9:00 AM, 09-06-23

Reader Helen Maddela

Eucharistic Min. Catherine Bartolo
Sat 5.00 PM, 10-06-23
Lit. Coordinator: Charlie Pace

Commentator: Anthony Naidu

Readers: Agatha Saliba
Wendy Forbes-Perera

Eucharistic Min. Carmen Camilleri
Violeta Montoro
Reno Attard

Sun 8.45 AM, 11-06-23

Lit. Coordinator: Monica LLomen

Commentator  Shirley Krizmanic
Readers: Mini Eddy
Salve Nidea
Eucharistic Min: Helen Maddela
Shirley Krizmanic

Monica Lomen

Sun 10:00AM, 11-06-23
Parish Feast Day & First Holy
Communion Mass
Lit. Coordinator: Christine Pedroso
Commentator: HEDP Sch. Leaders
Reader: HEP School
Eucharistic Min. HEP Sch. Leaders

Sun 6.00PM, 11-06-23
Lit. Coordinator Larnie Mendoza
Commentator lani Laririt

Reader Xuan Duong
Steven Ho

Fucharistic Min. Lani Laririt
Xuan Duong
Rod Lalunio

CHOIR GROUPS

Saturday 10 June 2023

. 5pm — Samoan Choir

Sunday 11 June 2023

¢ 8.45am - Chatlie Schembrti
¢ 10.00am - St Francis Choir
¢ 6pm - Youth For Christ

LET US PRAY FOR

The Sick

Nguyen Thi San, Diana Moules,
Magen Hallorina, James Floros,
Pam Norris, Alfred & Pauline
Storace, Arnord Fernandez, Toni
Antonowicz, Anna, Maria Kim,
Yulette Tanner, Jessie Spiteri, Stella
Sandle, Frank, Dotis Carabott.
Recently Deceased

Joe Bartolo, Grazzio Lia

Death Anniversaries

Maria & Steven Perkovic, Joseph,
Frank & John Xerri, Tran Thi
Huong, Cornelio Maddela, Grazio
(Horace) Camilleri, Joseph &
Franc Xiberras, Reno Cauchi,
Mac-co Ngo Van Thinh, Lucia
Huynh Thi Kim Hue, Phero Ngo
Minh Truong, Maria Huynh Thi
Thanh Kieu, Phero Le Nghia,
Matta Le Thi Linh, Phero Le
Quang Tuan, Theresa Nguyen
Ngoc Giang Thu, Dominico Le
Ngoc Son, Mary Camilleri, Rich-
ard Curmi, Iro & Jessie Vella, An-
gela Chircop, Peter Disco, Wayne
Camilleri, Bartolo family, Brincat
& Galea family, Maria Vu Thi
Yeu Thuong, Duong Family, Do
Family, Vincent Duong Kham Su,
Michael Alphonsus Schiller, Mol-
lie Rice (Marie), Raymond Abela
and All Souls

SAFETY FOR ALL

Holy Eucharist Parish is
committed to the safety,
wellbeing and dignity of all
children, young people and
vulnerable adults.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Holy Eucharist parish respectfully
acknowledges the Wurundjeri people
as the traditional custodians of the

land on which we reside and worship.

VOCATION VIEW

Each of us experiences a story of
God’s self-revelation in a unique
way. Tell your story. Add to the
beautiful mosaic of God's life in this
wortld by the story of your life.

All information used in accordance with
the terms of our privacy policy.




